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and address areas on many levels. The festival exposes international works to local audience. It inspires
and encourages local theatre community to locate itself in an ecology of multicultural theatre
practice. It is a platform for local artists to present their work to wider international and national
audiences. It nurtures an open-hearted and diverse spectatorship for theatre practice and creates
newer and younger audiences. It is a place where local, national and international artists interact. It
creates a platform for a alternative networks and means of cultural exchange based on artist to artist
creative and collaborative understandings.

It is organised by Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi which is under the Ministry of Culture,
Government of Kerala. The festival is funded by the state government.
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Vanini: You present 12 productions during your season. Among the numerous activities that are set for
the festival, could you let me know what are your main considerations when selecting local and
international performing arts companies? How do you go about the selection process?

Sankar: For us in Kerala, theatre is not at all devoid of political themes and interventions. | try and
programme plays that can revitalise the spirit of political will and experimentation in contemporary
theatre and dance practice. There are three layers of programming, local, national and international.
Each of these strands have their own histories and political contexts which are interdependent yet,
different in aesthetic make up and approaches.

| try and see as much as possible, | do not have a budget to travel, so have to work with videos and
sometime reliable recommendations. There is an open call. | have a curatorial committee with a few
local leading critics/practitioners who debate my choices and a shortlist is prepared based on which,
communications and coordinations begin within the available budget structures.

Vanini: What is your motivation in setting the theme for the festival i.e. RESISTANCE 2015, BODY
POLITICAL for 2016?

Sanakr: The current global socio political context within which, India and in particular Kerala local
contexts are embedded, urges for these themes to be articulated.

Vanini: Could you share a bit on how you deal with the international partnerships?

Sankar: Collaborations are based on mutual understandings and trust.

Vanini: I'm very much fascinated by the image you illustrated on how the people of Kerala feel that they
have the right to “access culture” - from your perspective, where do you think this comes from?

Sankar: Thrissur, the town where the festival happens has an unbroken tradition of watching live
theatre, dance and music for centuries. And various forms of folk, traditional and contemporary
performance practices demand the spectator to have varied relationships to the act. In fact there are
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