Privacy Settings

We use cookies to optimize our website and our service.

Functional
Statistics
Marketing

Functional only Accept all



https://culture360.asef.org/
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/Claire-Wilson/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/estonia/
https://culture360.asef.org/disciplines/festivals/
https://culture360.asef.org/disciplines/literature/

2015, David Wagner. Foto: Uku Peterson[/caption]

In its 13t year, Prima Vista Tartu International Literature Festival is based in Tartu, the second largest
city in Estonia. In 2015 Tartu was declared a UNESCO City of Literature and it has long been the
considered the intellectual centre of the country. Its geographic location has often encouraged

interesting synergies, as the City of Literature website states:

‘Throughout the centuries, the versatile artistic and academic communities of Tartu
have intellectually benefited from the country’s geopolitical position between the
Nordic and Southern Baltic countries on one hand and between Russia and the West
on the other. Thus, Tartu is like an experimental laboratory where global ideas,
academic knowledge, artistic creativity and a broad variety of lifestyles are being
synthesised.’

The city is home to one of northern Europe’s oldest universities (University of Tartu, established in
1632) and it also houses the Estonian Literary Museum. Other literary organisations include Tartu

Writers’ House, which is home to the Tartu Department of the Estonian Writers Union and the

Estonian Literary Society, as well as the culture café Arhiiv which plays an integral role in attracting

younger audiences.

There are a number of initatives that reinforce Tartu’s status as a City of Literature. One area of focus is
developing the reading habit, which is supported by Little Free Library as well as a prize for the best
work of children’s or youth fiction. The city also supports schools to invite writers to perform and is
promoting reading in children’s day care centres. The city is also taking literature to the streets
through the Bussiluule (Bus Poetry) project, where poems are placed on city buses throughout Tartu.
The project plans to invite about ten poems from different authors once or twice every year.

Another important aspect of their strategy is to promote translation, by partnering with University of
Tartu to provide students with more opportunities. Having literature available for Estonian audiences is
an important aspect of promoting international exchange, a challenge that Prima Vistaalso faces in its
programming.
Prima Vista is an important part of the literary scene in Tartu, not least because of their promotion
of diverse voices through the international writers invited to participate in the festival. This year
the international guests include writers from Denmark, Finland, Germany, India, Ireland, Latvia,
Poland and Russia, as well as the USA and Ukraine.
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2015, night of translation and cultural mediation. Photo: Rauno Kalda.[/caption]
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