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For example, Mo H’ra village is located in Kéng Long Khong commune with a majority of its
people representing Bahnar ethnicity. According to the village elders of Mo H'ra village, in
recent years many agricultural rituals accompanied by gongs have become rarer. Traditionally,
these elders used to teach gong playing to young people verbally and they would then listen
and memorise it to prepare for big ceremonies, commune and district festivals, village
funerals and weddings.

2. The Bahnar women playing gong at a local festival in Mo H'ra village © Le Xuan Phong

Over the two years, Viet Nam Institute for Culture and Arts studies worked with Mo H’ra
villagers, led by their respected elders, to design and conduct training, which enabled people
to recognise their valuable heritage assets and have appropriate behaviours and actions in
protecting them. Village leaders organised a community meeting to discuss ways to maintain
gong culture in their village, as well as to develop new livelihoods surrounding it. They agreed
that heritage could help improve local development, which resulted in the building of a small
museum, a space for honouring the gongs and other heritage and traditions of the community.

As plans to become a site for cultural tourism were actioned by villagers over the two years,
giving people opportunities to practice gong playing and offering locally produced food for
visitors, Mo H’ra became a model for neighbouring villages to follow. The community
leaders/elders, being supported by the local partner, were thus able to change how people
viewed gong culture, which inspired them to take ownership of safeguarding gong culture in
their communities. This change in perception in turn also helped to achieve the outcomes of
the programme.
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3. The community museum project © Nguyen D

3. The community museum project © Cao Trung T
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The Link to Our Cultural Relations Work
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