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associations, etc. Could you give us a brief overview of these “beautiful friendships” created
in a year’s time?

[MG] Unfortunately, | will have to disappoint you. Maribor is pervaded with negativity and disillusion.
After the economical, political, social and cultural collapse of Yugoslavia, Maribor lost its perspective.
This is also reflected in the functioning of the nongovernmental sector that is — besides very rare
exceptions — not using emancipatory and alternative approaches. They are working for the people
and not with them. Therefore, our programme comes as a radical practice with a very unambiguous
and precise task: to reopen the horizons of possible thoughts, by doing and creating. Urban
Furrows has responded to all of these challenges with the project Sustainable Local Supply, with
which we intend to cement ties between the local community and the city in order to shorten the
distance from the farm to the fork. To empower small traditional farming communities which, until
now, have been ignored, and to supply people in the city with local, seasonal, highly diverse and
quality vegetables and fruit, we have launched a cooperative of small traditional farmers that will
supply public institutions with fresh produce, especially kindergartens, schools, etc.

Concurrently, we are putting together an association for a seed library that will collect, breed and
increase the variety of autochthonous plant species. Using the many European success stories as
examples, we are setting up alternative community garden immediately next to a large concentration
of apartment blocks.

The Rhizome Collective, a new subjectivity to empower immigrants, refugees and jobless workers,
is creating Zero Dollar Laptop and many other projects to promote different cultures and to create
new jobs.

Frequency is a new non-governmental organisation that we have launched for ethnic minorities and
the Roma population in Maribor. We are currently working with them on a Roma dictionary, doing
music therapy, creative workshops and other activities. We are working with them in neighbourhood
of Poljane, where prejudice, violence and segregation take place on a daily basis.

The Maribor Cyclists’ Network is striving for a cyclist and pedestrian friendly community. All six of
these Urban Furrows programmes, now already realized in new subjectivities as associations,
cooperatives, and social and community enterprises, are being implemented under one roof, at the
Centre for Alternative and Autonomous Production, or CAAP. This centre will help to develop
entrepreneurship and other kinds of new social economies to all new associations, cooperatives and
networks.

Could you tell us who among the researchers in your team are in the visual arts, and what is
the role of the team in putting together and realizing the projects?

[MG] The Urban Furrows programme is composed of an active and highly qualified research
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