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Since its founding in 2000, the Sarai programme at CSDS has arguably been South Asia’s most

prominent and productive platform for research and re�ection on the transformation of urban

space and contemporary realities, especially with regard to cities, data and information, law,

and media infrastructures.

Sarai began work in 2000 on issues of media, urban life, and the public domain, at a time when

such issues were hardly on the horizon in India. In addition, Sarai brought together academics and

practitioners in a new dialogue and collaboration. Sarai was initiated by Ravi Vasudevan, Ravi

Sundaram, both faculty at CSDS; and the Raqs Media Collective (Jeebesh Bagchi, Monica Narula &

Shuddhabrata Sengupta). Sarai’s early research foci on urbanisation, media life, and information

are now part of any serious thinking about the contemporary. Since its inception, Sarai has

initiated research projects on media urbanism, Cybermohalla, critiques of intellectual property,

free software, art practice and the public realm, language and the city, and many others.

It has supported unique independent fellowship programmes, and held a host of events including

conferences, workshops, and performances. Like all experimental research initiatives in India,

Sarai has seen cycles of expansion and contraction, involving the dispersion of some nodes and the

emergence of new sites and publics. Sarai’s current projects address the larger themes of media

archeology, infrastructure, data and law.

Sarai has generated regular publications. These include the widely circulated Sarai Reader series,

graphic novels, the urban classic Trickster City, and researcher broadsheets. Practice based works

have also emerged from Sarai’s fellowship projects and the Media Lab. Sarai is the home of the

academic journal BioScope. This is a blind peer-reviewed journal focusing on �lm and  media

studies, with an additional interest in image and sound practices.

SIMILAR CONTENT
FROM - TO

03 SEP 2011 - 27 NOV 2011

EVENTS
INDIA POLAND

Poland | Indian contemporary art exhibitions

https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/events/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/poland/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/poland-indian-contemporary-art-exhibitions/


DEADLINE

05 MAY 2013

JOBS
ASIA INDIA

New Delhi | Programme Coordinator job at SARAI

DEADLINE

30 NOV 2016

RESIDENCIES
GERMANY INTERNATIONAL

Akademie Schloss Solitude | residency fellowships call

DEADLINE

26 SEP 2022

M+ Design Trust Research Fellowship 2023

https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/jobs/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/new-delhi-programme-coordinator-job-sarai/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/residencies/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/germany/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/akademie-schloss-solitude-residency-fellowships-call/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/m-design-trust-research-fellowship-2023/


WEBSITE

HTTP://WWW.SARAI.NET/

OPEN CALLS
ASIA CHINA

DEADLINE

02 MAR 2020

RESIDENCIES
GREECE INTERNATIONAL

Athens | 'Geographies of AI' - residency open call

DEADLINE

23 SEP 2021

OPEN CALLS
CHINA UNITED KINGDOM

London - Hong Kong | Design Trust / RCA Fellowship in Design Curation

2022

http://www.sarai.net/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/open_calls/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/china/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/residencies/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/greece/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/athens-geographies-ai-residency-open-call/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/open_calls/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/china/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/united-kingdom/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/london-hong-kong-design-trust-rca-fellowship-design-curation-2022/


COUNTRY

INDIA

THEME

CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

DISCIPLINES

DESIGN  NEW MEDIA

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing information, facilitating dialogue

and stimulating re�ection on the arts and culture of the two regions.
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This website was created and maintained with the �nancial support of the European

Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)

and do not necessarily re�ect the views of the European Union.
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