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TAXED TO THE MAX, the 26th edition of the International Photography Festival of

Noorderlicht, takes place during October and November 2019 in Groningen, the

Netherlands. There is an open international call for submissions to the festival exhibition and

a travel grants call, open to selected photographers based in Europe.

TAXED TO THE MAX examines the societal tensions created by international

conglomerates with their vast accumulations of capital and their in�uence on national and

global politics. TAXED TO THE MAX asks: how does the increasingly perfected

entanglement of corporatism, �nance capital and modern government affect the lives of

regular people?

TAXED TO THE MAX deals with the increasing political weight and capital of trans- national

corporations and the resulting pressure on political, public and private spheres. It aims to

triangulate these power relations as they impact every level of the individual lives of people.
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Entire branches of industry are colloquially referred to as ‘big oil’, ‘big pharma’, ‘big agro’, ‘big

data’, or ‘big money’, to indicate their collective clout. They are seemingly unshakeable

strongholds with market shares exceeding the national budget of entire countries. Yet the

relative stability and prosperity that it affords the Global North is directly dependent on the

ever cheaper labour models multinational corporations leverage wherever they can, both

abroad and at home, hollowing out the middle classes. Additionally, the globalisation of

neoliberal policies has created a complex of different, competing tax regimes that enable

money to choose the path of least resistance towards pro�t maximisation and tax

minimisation.

OPEN CALL & TRAVEL GRANT

TAXED TO THE MAX seeks out photographers and artists whose work reveals the costs of

widespread acceptance towards the effects of a governance catering to rather than

scrutinising the interests of the privileged elites. We speci�cally invite submissions that focus

on the unseen, unspoken, hidden, or ignored social, political and human consequences of

neoliberal and corporatist policies. We aim to foreground the narratives of ordinary people

grappling with political and economical movements that remain largely invisible or out of

reach, yet who are facing the direct consequences in their daily lives and are constantly asked

to ‘do the right thing’. What happens to a person and their individuality at a time when

surveillance economies and management of the masses are the directing forces?

Last not least: Capitalist and state forces control the reach, voice and evolution of

photography and others in the media industry. How can photography expose the forces it

depends on for its very existence? And even if you manage to raise a voice, the persistence of

cognitive bubbles makes them almost impossible to penetrate. How can one reach an

audience that refuses to hear or insists to misread what you are saying out loud? Can a visual

festival with a broad audience such as this act as a platform for and a place of exchange

between artists, activists and open-minded citizenry?

In addition to the open call, Noorderlicht has established a travel grant, allowing 2-3

participants based in Europe to attend the opening weekend and give a personal presentation

of their work. 

Noorderlicht welcomes proposals from photographers, af�liated artists and curators from

any part of the world, of any age and nationality. Relevant subjects not mentioned here or

contrasting perspectives on the festival theme are equally welcome. Neighbouring lens based

art forms such as digital media, video or VR are also emphatically in the picture.

Submissions to the open call are free. Selected artists will receive a fee according to the Dutch

guidelines for artists fees. Noorderlicht endorses the Fair Practice Code of conduct for work

in art, culture and creative industries.

SEE website for the full details of the theme and call guidelines.
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ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing information,

facilitating dialogue and stimulating re�ection on the arts and culture of the two

regions.
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