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 The European Commission's Directorate-General

for Research and Innovation has recently published a report entitled

Getting Cultural Heritage to Work for Europe, which is freely available

online. The report was prepared by an Expert Group on Cultural Heritage

established under the EU's Horizon 2020 Work Programme 2014 for the

Societal Challenge 'Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and

raw materials. The Expert Group was chaired by Dr. Philippe Busquin,

former Commissioner for Research, Science and Technology and former

Member of the European Parliament. The group aimed to contribute to

further investigating and providing input for fully developing the potential

that cultural heritage holds for Europe. The report concludes that cultural

heritage is a significant force for 21st century Europe: "Not only is it at

the heart of what it means to be European, it is being discovered by both

governments and citizens as a means of improving economic performance,

people’s lives and living environments." In this respect, Getting Cultural

Heritage to Work for Europe also argues that "Cultural heritage is
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increasingly regarded as a positive contributor to European GDP. Indeed

cultural heritage is now widely appreciated as an essential part of

Europe’s underlying socioeconomic, cultural and natural capital. This is a

significant change in focus as cultural activities have traditionally been

regarded as costs to society." However, the report recognises that this

positive experience of cultural heritage is not yet universal: in many

places, both urban and rural, rich cultural assets have not been recognised

for the potential they hold to regenerate and renew. Getting Cultural

Heritage to Work for Europe argues that "the European Union should

vigorously promote the innovative use of cultural heritage for economic

growth and jobs, social cohesion and environmental sustainability."

Presenting several examples from different European countries, the

report suggests that lessons should be learnt from places where cultural

heritage has been a positive economic, social and environmental driver.

Innovative financing, new forms of governance, unified landscape

management, public private partnerships, crowd-sourced funding,

philanthropy and many other innovative and creative approaches have

been taken to releasing the locked-up potential of Europe’s heritage.

Those lessons should be applied to unlock the possibilities for growth and

development that cultural heritage holds across Europe. The authors

believe that the evidence demonstrates that relatively modest

investment in cultural heritage can pay substantial dividends. These can

be taken economically but also in terms of improving environmental

sustainability and social cohesion. The report Getting Cultural Heritage to

Work for Europe can be downloaded at

http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/getting-cultural-heritage-to-work-for-

europe-pbKI0115128/

SIMILAR CONTENT
BY JORDI BALTÀ PORTOLÉS

23 JUN 2015

http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/getting-cultural-heritage-to-work-for-europe-pbKI0115128/
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/getting-cultural-heritage-to-work-for-europe-pbKI0115128/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/jordi-balta-portoles/


NEWS

EUROPE

New Report: "Cultural Heritage Counts for Europe"

POSTED ON

30 DEC 2021

PUBLICATIONS

EUROPE GERMANY INTERNATIONAL UNITED KINGDOM

Cultural Relations - Key Approaches in Fragile

Contexts

POSTED ON

04 JUN 2018

PUBLICATIONS

EUROPE

OMC report | Innovation and Entrepreneurship in

Cultural and Creative Sectors

https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/new-report-cultural-heritage-counts-for-europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/publications/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/germany/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/united-kingdom/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/cultural-relations-key-approaches-fragile-contexts/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/cultural-relations-key-approaches-fragile-contexts/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/publications/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/omc-report-innovation-and-entrepreneurship-cultural-and-creative-sectors/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/omc-report-innovation-and-entrepreneurship-cultural-and-creative-sectors/


FROM - TO

21 JAN 2016 - 21 JAN 2016

EVENTS
BELGIUM EUROPE UNITED KINGDOM

Brussels | Cultural and Creative Industries in Europe |

symposium

POSTED ON

04 OCT 2018

PUBLICATIONS
EUROPE

New report on European policy framework for

mobility of artists and culture professionals

BY JORDI BALTÀ PORTOLÉS

20 JAN 2018

https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/events/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/belgium/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/united-kingdom/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/brussels-cultural-and-creative-industries-europe-symposium/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/brussels-cultural-and-creative-industries-europe-symposium/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/publications/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/new-report-european-policy-framework-mobility-artists-and-culture-professionals/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/new-report-european-policy-framework-mobility-artists-and-culture-professionals/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/jordi-balta-portoles/


COUNTRY

EUROPE

THEMES

HERITAGE  MUSEUMS

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.

MORE ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360  | FAQ |     

This website was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole

responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.

About us

Team

Partners

FAQ

Brand guidelines

How to partner with us

Contact us

#ASEFCulture

ASIA-EUROPE FOUNDATION (ASEF) 2017 | TERMS OF SERVICE & PRIVACY POLICY | CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION -

NON COMMERCIAL SHARE

NEWS

EUROPE ITALY

Cartaditalia: Special Issue on the 2018 European

Year of Cultural Heritage

https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/heritage/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/museums/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://eeas.europa.eu/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/team/
https://culture360.asef.org/partners/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq/
https://culture360.asef.org/brand-guidelines/
https://culture360.asef.org/how-to-partner-with-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/contact/
https://culture360.asef.org/asef-culture/
https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/italy/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/cartaditalia-special-issue-on-the-2018-european-year-of-cultural-heritage/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/cartaditalia-special-issue-on-the-2018-european-year-of-cultural-heritage/

