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Poetry the new tool of soft

diplomacy

Poetry is emerging as a new and potent tool of soft power diplomacy

through 'Poetry Across Cultures' and 'Universal Poetry' international

writing projects in India. A collaborative cultural event took place in New

Delhi between India and Hungary.
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Cultural and linguistic boundaries blurred as Rabindranath Tagore's poetry

was set to a dance and Hungarian poetry composed by national icons like

Endre Ady was recited in Hindi and in Hungarian. All this when 15 poets

and writers from the two countries assembed here under the "Poetry

Across Cultures" to read and exchange over musings of love, cadence and

friendship.

The emergence of soft power as a potent tool of diplomacy is redefining

poetry as the new people-to-people contact between India and the world.

"Poetry Across Cultures", a non-profit organisation of poets and prose-

writers, uses poetry as a tool to promote cultural understanding between

India and countries like Finland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, the US, Portugal,

France and Italy.

The organisation - led by the faculty and students of Kamla Nehru College

and white-collared professionals with a flair for literature - usually ropes

in the diplomatic missions of European countries out to reach out to poets

across continents.

Tibor Kovacs, director of the Hungarian Institute of Information and

Cultural Centre, said: "Most people are interested in poetry because it is

easy to understand."

"The Hungarian government has launched a literary exchange programme,

'Publishing Hungary', to translate Hungarian poetry into foreign languages

and poetry of other countries into Hungarian. We are looking for

contemporary English and Hindi poetry from India for translation into

Hungarian," Kovacs told IANS.

The British Council's "Indo-Wales Writers' Chain" has added to the

growing relationship between Britain and India.

Last year, Welsh poets Sian Melangell Dafydd, Robert Minhinnick, Twm

Morys and Eurig Salisburg travelled to India to collaborate with Indian

poets K. Satchidanandan, Anamika, Sampurna Chatterji and Anitha

Thampi.

Read full article from Two Circles

http://ritamalhotra-poet-mathematician-india.blogspot.co.uk/p/poetry-across-cultures.html
http://www.wai.org.uk/asia/india/1374
http://twocircles.net/2012oct07/culture_verse_poetry_new_tool_soft_diplomacy.html


Read report in The Times of India

SIMILAR CONTENT
FROM - TO

09 JUN 2016 - 30 OCT 2016

EVENTS

BANGLADESH GERMANY INDIA PAKISTAN

Poets Translating Poets | Germany tour

BY CLAIRE WILSON

27 SEP 2016

FEATURES

BANGLADESH GERMANY INDIA PAKISTAN

Poets translating poets | A space for meaningful

exchange

FROM - TO

09 JUN 2017 - 11 JUN 2017

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-10-11/books/34305625_1_poetry-exchange-prose-writers-soft-diplomacy
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/events/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/bangladesh/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/germany/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/pakistan/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/poets-translating-poets-germany-tour/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/Claire-Wilson/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/features/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/bangladesh/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/germany/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/pakistan/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/poets-translating-poets-space-meaningful-exchange/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/poets-translating-poets-space-meaningful-exchange/


EVENTS

CYPRUS EUROPE INTERNATIONAL

Cyprus | European forum on music and cultural

diplomacy

POSTED ON

18 MAR 2016

NEWS

BANGLADESH GERMANY INDIA PAKISTAN

Poetry traverses South Asia and Germany

BY CLAIRE WILSON

26 SEP 2017

https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/events/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/cyprus/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/cyprus-european-forum-music-and-cultural-diplomacy/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/cyprus-european-forum-music-and-cultural-diplomacy/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/bangladesh/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/germany/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/pakistan/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/poetry-traverses-south-asia-and-germany/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/Claire-Wilson/


COUNTRIES

HUNGARY  INDIA  UNITED KINGDOM

THEME

CULTURAL POLICY

DISCIPLINE

LITERATURE

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.

MORE ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360  | FAQ |     

FEATURES

ASIA EUROPE

Writing transnationally: Poets on writing between

places

POSTED ON

28 DEC 2010

NEWS

IRELAND

Irish writer argues for cultural diplomacy investment

https://culture360.asef.org/countries/hungary/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/united-kingdom/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/cultural-policy/
https://culture360.asef.org/disciplines/literature/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://eeas.europa.eu/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/features/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/writing-transnationally-poets-writing-between-places/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/writing-transnationally-poets-writing-between-places/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/ireland/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/irish-writer-argues-cultural-diplomacy-investment/


This website was created and maintained with the financial support of the

European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the Asia-

Europe Foundation (ASEF) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the

European Union.

About us

Team

Partners

FAQ

Brand guidelines

How to partner with us

Contact us

#ASEFCulture

ASIA-EUROPE FOUNDATION (ASEF) 2017 | TERMS OF SERVICE & PRIVACY POLICY | CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION -

NON COMMERCIAL SHARE

https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/team/
https://culture360.asef.org/partners/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq/
https://culture360.asef.org/brand-guidelines/
https://culture360.asef.org/how-to-partner-with-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/contact/
https://culture360.asef.org/asef-culture/
https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

