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China through the Lens of John Thomson 1868-1872  (17 November

2011 – 26 February 2012), Chester Beatty Library

At the  Chester Beatty Library, Dublin,  Ireland, there is an exhibition on

loan from the Wellcome Library, London, featuring images of China taken

by Scottish photographer John Thomson (1837-1921) between 1868 and

1872.

Considered a pioneer of photojournalism, Thomson photographed a wide

range of subjects, including people, street scenes and landscapes and

these works reflect his remarkable talents for capturing the essence of the

country, its people and their customs.  The collection of images included in

this exhibition focus mainly on portraits of people from all walks of life
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whom he met on his travels in China, providing valuable historical material

of 19  century pre-modern China.

The exhibition also includes a selection of traditional Chinese clothing and

accessories from the Chester Beatty Library’s collection and is timed to

co-ordinate with Chinese New Year celebrations in 2012. This exhibition is

supported by Wellcome Trust

The IrishTimes.com wrote a great review of the exhibition: Spotlight

on a closed world
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ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.
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