—
culture360.ASEF.org

ASIA-EUROPE Connecting Asia & Europe
" FOUNDATION through arts & culture

NEWS & EVENTS > Japan: Museums get creative to save power

POSTED ON
10SEP 2011

Japan: Museums get creative to
save power

[captionid="attachment_1487" align="aligncenter" width="330"
caption="National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo, Japan

N\/\N\ B 17 75 > 5% i £

www.nmwa.go.jp"]

L1 ¥

Permanent Collection

[/caption] When the Japanese government required large-lot users of
electricity to cut their power usage by 15 percent this summer, officials
from national and other major art museums despaired.
The problem? Consistent temperatures and appropriate lighting are
needed to help preserve artworks. If these are affected, art may
deteriorate, undermining efforts by such museums to care for their
exhibits.

Yet the sector has had much success in cutting down its power usage
without affecting works on display thanks to such measures as installing
light-emitting diode lights (LEDs). A session held by the Japan Council of
Art Museums in July at the Miyagi Museum of Art was pivotal in helping
museums realize their power-saving goals. Masanori Aoyagi, director of
the National Museum of Western Art and current chair of the council,
held the session to offer aid and assistance to Tohoku region galleries in
the wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake.
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Replacing traditional museum lighting with LED devices proved to
be the most popular idea. Officials of Panasonic Electric Works Co.'s
Shiodome Museum in Tokyo reported that installing LED devices,
which are more durable than conventional lights, resulted in about a
60 percent cut in electricity consumption.

e LED lighting helps protect artworks. "Ultraviolet and infrared
rays can harm paintings, causing cracks and changes in color.
There are almost no such emissions from these [LED lights]'".

e LED lights discharge less heat, burdens on air- conditioning are
reduced.

As part of their efforts to save power: The National Museum of Western
Art in Tokyo's Ueno district:
e replaced its lighting with LED in some exhibition spaces and its in-
house shop.
e sprayed mists of water in front of air conditioners to reduce the
burden on the system and temporarily closed some of its exhibition
rooms.

Venues and events, such as the Yokohama Triennale held in cooperation
with the Yokohama Museum of Art, shortened their opening hours. The
Nerima Art Museum in Tokyo used a novel lighting method--spotlights
blending red, green, blue and white light--in an exhibition by Tsuyoshi Isoe.
The Pola Museum of Art in Hakonemachi, used water from mountain
runoff flows over its glass rooftops, reducing room temperatures by 3 C to
4C.

Read the full article

Japanese Museums display power-saving creativity
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