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Experts met at UNESCO to

highlight role of culture in climate

change mitigation and adaptation

In February on the eve of the 52nd session of the Intergovernmental Panel

on Climate Change (IPCC), at UNESCO Headquarters, experts from across

the globe came together to highlight the crucial role of culture in climate

change mitigation and adaptation.

The experts noted that climate change represents one of the greatest

threats facing culture today. Increasing fires, floods, droughts,

desertification and ocean acidification are threatening both cultural and

natural heritage, while rising sea levels, particularly in the world’s Small

Island Developing States (SIDS) put entire ways of life at risk.

Yet the experts also stressed that there is another side to this story –

namely the role of culture as a resource for climate change mitigation and
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adaptation. They noted that intangible cultural heritage practices,

including traditional land and water management practices, traditional

food security strategies, and the use of traditional architecture and

building materials, can help communities mitigate and adapt to a changing

climate. Cultural and natural heritage sites can serve as a refuge, both

physical and psychological, for communities during and after climate-

related emergencies. These sites can also act as assets for recovery and

reconciliation in the wake of intercommunal conflicts linked to climate

change. Others noted that creativity is essential for finding new solutions

to environmental challenges, and that artists and cultural institutions have

an enormous role to play in inspiring climate action.

“Culture is an important resource for both climate change mitigation and

adaptation” said Ernesto Ottone R., UNESCO Assistant Director-General

for Culture. “The urgency of the climate crisis means we cannot afford to

wait to integrate culture into global climate action.”

Despite the fundamental relationship between culture and climate change

mitigation and adaptation, these experts were unanimous in their

assertion that culture is largely absent from discussions on climate change

today. Culture is not systematically integrated into the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Paris Agreement, or the

Assessment Reports of the IPCC. Equally important is the inclusion of all

aspects of sustainable development, including the environmental

dimension, into cultural policies. Going forward, UNESCO will continue to

convene more experts and specialists on this subject, highlighting the

added-value of culture for addressing climate change, as well as the need

to ensure the inclusion of culture in decision-making processes related to

climate change.

Photo: Steps for a change, performed by Les Arts en Scène de

Montpellier.© UNESCO / Luc Valigny

SIMILAR CONTENT
BY JORDI BALTÀ PORTOLÉS

16 AUG 2019

https://culture360.asef.org/author/jordi-balta-portoles/


NEWS

ASIA EUROPE

ICOMOS Report: Engaging Cultural Heritage in

Climate Action

BY JORDI BALTÀ PORTOLÉS

17 MAR 2020 - 27 MAR 2020

EVENTS

ASIA BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Workshop: Heritage Management for Building

Resilience of Living Settlements

BY JORDI BALTÀ PORTOLÉS

21 SEP 2018

https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/icomos-report-engaging-cultural-heritage-in-climate-action/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/icomos-report-engaging-cultural-heritage-in-climate-action/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/jordi-balta-portoles/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/events/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/brunei-darussalam/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/workshop-heritage-management-for-building-resilience-of-living-settlements/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/workshop-heritage-management-for-building-resilience-of-living-settlements/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/jordi-balta-portoles/


NEWS

ASIA EUROPE

ICOM Establishes New Working Group on

Sustainability
DEADLINE

15 FEB 2021

OPEN CALLS

INTERNATIONAL

Heritage & Sustainable Development | call for case

studies

POSTED ON

18 DEC 2019

PUBLICATIONS

INTERNATIONAL

World Cities Culture Forum - Culture and Climate

Change Report

POSTED ON

18 MAY 2023

https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/icom-establishes-new-working-group-on-sustainability/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/icom-establishes-new-working-group-on-sustainability/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/open_calls/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/heritage-sustainable-development-call-case-studies/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/heritage-sustainable-development-call-case-studies/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/publications/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/world-cities-culture-forum-culture-and-climate-change-report/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/world-cities-culture-forum-culture-and-climate-change-report/


WEBSITE

HTTPS://EN.UNESCO.ORG/NEWS/EXPERTS-HIGHLIGHT-ROLE-CULTURE-CLIMATE-

CHANGE-MITIGATION-AND-ADAPTATION

COUNTRY

INTERNATIONAL

THEMES

ART AND ENVIRONMENT  CULTURAL POLICY

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.

MORE ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360  | FAQ |     

This website was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole

responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.

About us

Team

Partners

FAQ

Brand guidelines

PUBLICATIONS

INTERNATIONAL ITALY

Reading recommendation for International Museum

Day: Ecomuseums and Climate Change

https://en.unesco.org/news/experts-highlight-role-culture-climate-change-mitigation-and-adaptation
https://en.unesco.org/news/experts-highlight-role-culture-climate-change-mitigation-and-adaptation
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/art-and-environment/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/cultural-policy/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://eeas.europa.eu/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/team/
https://culture360.asef.org/partners/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq/
https://culture360.asef.org/brand-guidelines/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/publications/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/italy/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/reading-recommendation-for-international-museum-day-ecomuseums-and-climate-change/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/reading-recommendation-for-international-museum-day-ecomuseums-and-climate-change/


How to partner with us

Contact us

#ASEFCulture

ASIA-EUROPE FOUNDATION (ASEF) 2017 | TERMS OF SERVICE & PRIVACY POLICY | CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION -

NON COMMERCIAL SHARE

https://culture360.asef.org/how-to-partner-with-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/contact/
https://culture360.asef.org/asef-culture/
https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

