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uncertain times ahead?

#iThe Long Museum in China

A recent Guardian Culture Professionals blog looks at the growth of new
museums in China and raises questions about how successful they are in
reaching the public. On a recent visit to Shanghai, freelance journalist Jo
Caird observed sky-high running costs, low attendance figures and issues
with access for several new high profile contemporary art museums,
possibly reflecting trends across China.

The hotel concierge had heard of neither of the museums I intended

to visit that day. Not all that surprising, perhaps, until you consider

the scale of the institutions in question. One was the Long Museum, a
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10,000 square metre private art gallery owned by one of the biggest
art collecting couples in China. The other was the Power Station of
Art (PSA), Shanghai's first public museum of contemporary art, named
for the enormous former industrial building it occupies on the banks
of the Huangpu river.

Both were about to celebrate their first birthdays at the time of my visit to
Shanghai in September last year and both were eerily quiet. No one likes
an overcrowded gallery, of course, but there's definitely something off-
putting about being in a museum alone.

The Long Museum and the PSA are part of an extraordinary wave of high
profile public and private museum and gallery building taking place not
just in Shanghai but across China. The last couple of years in Shanghai
alone have seen the relocation of the China Art Museum; the launch of the
Yuz Museum; and the relocation of the Shanghai Himalayas Museum
(another private institution) to an enormous new space in Pudong. In
March, these institutions will be joined by another - larger - branch of the
Long Museum, opening in a newly developed area of the city known as the
Xuhui Riverside.

It's a thrilling time for the Chinese museum sector, but it's also an
uncertain one. Attendance figures for both the Long Museum and PSA
have been disappointing so far. The PSA attracted only 250,000 visitors in
2013, while the picture at the Long Museum is grimmer still. Wang Wei,
the museum's chief curator, and her husband, billionaire businessman Liu
Yigian, spend over £1m on running costs annually and paid out around
£30m in capital expenses, but welcomed only 50,000 people through their
doors last year. The couple have deep pockets, but it's hard to see how
such a project is sustainable in the long-term, especially given their soon-
to-open second space has set them back a further £30m.

[...] Read full article here
Image: The Long Museum is a 10,000 square metre private art gallery

owned by one of the biggest art collecting couples in China. Photograph:
Long Museum

SIMILAR CONTENT


http://test.powerstationofart.org/en/
http://test.powerstationofart.org/en/
http://www.artmuseumonline.org/enevent/2069.jhtml
http://www.himalayasart.cn/?lang=en
http://www.theguardian.com/culture-professionals-network/culture-professionals-blog/2014/feb/06/future-museums-china-cost-attendance

POSTED ON
21 APR 2014

China's largest private museum opens in Shanghai

30NQOV 2011

Shanghai Museum, China
=

I POSTED ON

DEADLINE
30APR 2011


https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/china/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/chinas-largest-private-museum-opens-shanghai/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/organisations-directory/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/china/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/shanghai-museum-china/

Himalayas Art Museum | logo design competition

DEADLINE
07JUN 2011

New Zealand curators sought for Korea and China

OPEN CALLS
CHINA KOREA NEW ZEALAND

POSTED ON
20DEC 2013

Kolkata Museum of Modern Art | Herzog and de
Meuron's first India project

NEWS
INDIA SWITZERLAND


https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/open_calls/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/china/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/himalayas-art-museum-logo-design-competition/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/open_calls/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/china/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/korea/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/new-zealand/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/new-zealand-curators-sought-korea-and-china-tour/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/new-zealand-curators-sought-korea-and-china-tour/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/switzerland/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/kolkata-museum-modern-art-herzog-and-de-meurons-first-india-project/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/kolkata-museum-modern-art-herzog-and-de-meurons-first-india-project/

POSTED ON
30 MAY 2017

Srihatta-Samdani Art Centre takes shapein
Bangladesh

NEWS
ASIA BANGLADESH

COUNTRY
CHINA

THEMES
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES CULTURAL MANAGEMENT CULTURAL POLICY MUSEUMS

DISCIPLINE
VISUAL ARTS

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing
information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and
culture of the two regions.

MORE ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360 | FAQ | @ X

This website was created and maintained with the financial £ %
support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole

responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.


https://culture360.asef.org/countries/china/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/creative-industries/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/cultural-management/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/cultural-policy/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/museums/
https://culture360.asef.org/disciplines/visual-arts/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://eeas.europa.eu/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/bangladesh/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/srihatta-samdani-art-centre-takes-shape-bangladesh/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/srihatta-samdani-art-centre-takes-shape-bangladesh/

Team
Partners
FAQ
Brand guidelines

How to partner with us

Contact us
#ASEFCulture

ASIA-EUROPE FOUNDATION (ASEF) 2017 | TERMS OF SERVICE & PRIVACY POLICY | CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION -
NON COMMERCIAL SHARE


https://culture360.asef.org/team/
https://culture360.asef.org/partners/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq/
https://culture360.asef.org/brand-guidelines/
https://culture360.asef.org/how-to-partner-with-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/contact/
https://culture360.asef.org/asef-culture/
https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

