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A: After a long period of active student and social movement in Indonesia, Nuraini Juliastuti
and | decided to open our own cultural platform in Yogyakarta. Instead of joining other fellow
students and activists which follow their political ambitions in Jakarta, we were more
interested in arts, culture and particularly in research so we opted to stay and open our own
research center.

The idea behind establishing an independent platform away from the official academia was
mainly because at that time our trust in the art university was very limited. Mainly due to the
fact that all the education institutions back then, especially those related to the arts and
culture, were mostly supported and strictly controlled by the military regime.

DF: How do you see the evolution of KUNCI as a research platform?

A: We started with only two members. We are now in our forties but the younger members of
KUNCI are in their mid-twenties. There's an intergenerational gap. We were very much into
political and social movements when we first started. Now it doesn’t seem the case anymore.
The younger members have very different ideas of politics. To witnhess and experience how
our organization has grown throughout the years, it is very interesting and enriching.

In terms of research, since the beginning, we have always been very open to experimentation.
Particularly in the past five years we have been focusing greatly into the concept of schooling
and alternative education. One of our big dreams is in fact to create our own school.
Meanwhile, while we build this project, we are still continuing our research in different
subjects, of course.

DF: What are your plans for the future of KUNCI, do you have any specific goals you would
like to attain in the future?

A: As | mentioned before, we are currently working to establish our own school, an alternative
educational initiative under the name of the School of Improper Education. We don’t want to
compete with existing models of education, for instance in the arts or other disciplines and
fields of study. Clearly, there’s no point to come to us to receive any formal education, since

we don’t have the capacity to offer a degree. Our objective is to explore different models, we
are still experimenting, creating models of education that will combine both theoretical
knowledge - art theory, history, sociology- and practical skills -making arts, electronics,
crafts-, as well as other less formal aptitudes, we can tell ‘surviving skills’, such as gardening,
cooking, martial arts and other connecting with community projects. We have already done
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