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2. Sanam Marvi performing fusion of pop and folk music © Lahooti Melo

In a post pandemic era we are facing the need to probe the question of whether regional art
forms can be digitized or not. The essence and ideology of music and performing arts events
during live festivals is the in-presence connection of artists to their viewers. This sentiment
and sensation of experiencing music with thousands of other music lovers cannot be entirely
imitated on digital media. Every art form cannot be digitized and in future creative
professionals and policymakers need to weigh the options to ensure preserving not just the
art form, but also its sanctity of being performed in front of a live audience.

The British Council Report “Festivals in South East Asia Catalysts for the Creative Economy
2022” highlighted the importance of cultural and creative festivals in promoting and
preserving regional and traditional art forms. These festivals heavily rely on audience’s
physical attendance and during Covid only a few festivals reached out to online audiences.
According to the report, most of the South East Asian festivals were unable to launch their
online editions due to their limited digital and infrastructural capacity. Hence
physical festivals and live concerts are the preferred formats by organizers such as Lahooti
Melo. A physical festival for avid music lovers to appreciate soulful Sindhi music and cherish
the feeling of swaying to the rhythm of their favorite sounds, is needed more than ever post-
covid.

Parallel with organizing it for the masses, digital media can be utilised more effectively to
archive and map thirty different genres of Sindhi music and instruments. Collaboration with
national and international audio streaming services will also aid in generating royalties for
artists as well as to gather international exposure. Another major factor that will surely
benefit in getting international recognition is subtitling the Sindhi music videos on the official
Lahooti YouTube Channel. The Lahooti live music session with Mai Dhai that surpasses 3
million views is in fact with subtitles and was firstly published six years ago. The aesthetic
quality of the video and sound is way beneath the one produced for the Digital Edition, yet it is
the top video on Lahooti’s channel.

For further safeguarding and digitization of these regional festivals and art forms, UNESCO
2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions is
the most fitting route to adopt in Pakistan due to its detailed description of the significance of
each element in the Cultural Value Chain. To extensively map regional music, these festivals
can play an important part in reaching out to artists and ensuring their art form will be
preserved for future generations. Capacity building trainings, curriculum and policies,
internet and digital platforms can be used to their maximum capacities to ensure a
sustainable growth for regional musicians across Pakistan and in neighboring Asia Pacific
countries.
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