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The Circus on the Edge project was supported by the Creative Encounters: Cultural Partnerships
initiative between Asia and Europe, promoted by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and Arts
Network Asia (ANA). It saw the theatrical exchange between circus experts from Thailand and
Europe and youths from ethnic minorities in northern Thailand.

When youths of displaced ethnic communities in northern Thailand face internal and external social
issues, but struggle to find solutions or simply a receptive ear, by what means can others help to build
up their confidence and empower them to discover methods of communicating with greater society?
From September to November 2015, social theatre organisation Makhampom Foundationfacilitated a
prospective and progressive solution in the form of a social theatre and circus project titled Circus on
the Edge.

Youth groups from three different ethnic communities in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai, aged between
eight and twenty-six, each underwent a week of circus and theatre workshops. The facilitators were
Makhampom'’s circus whiz Golf Thanupon Yindee, Andrea Hille - a highly experienced circus director
from German Circusschule Die Rotznasen e.V and Jessica Amery - a passionate applied theatre student
from England. Thus, a global range of knowledge and skills was showcased, as well as the uplifting
experience of different cultures working together in harmony.

The workshops culminated in each community coming up with vibrant performances to be showcased.
These displayed their talents and informed viewers about the stigmatisation, lack of freedom of

movement and ensuing feelings of worthlessness that stateless youths experience.

The youth groups firstly embarked upon a small tour of their performance in their own village and the
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