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birth, while for “normal” babies this can be done until 6 months into the pregnancy. So the
story is set in a future society that has got rid of disability: the protagonist has cerebral palsy,
she is non-verbal, and we revisit the value of her life.

Image from the play "Hope Rises', about the life of Jesus, Edinburgh © Penn Photography 2022

Apart from that, we are working on the annual Easter play, a site specific and open-air staging
of the Passion of Jesus, performed on Easter Saturday. It is a community play, meaning that
most of the actors as well as the supporting crews (sounds, costumes, catering, etc.) are
volunteers.

You mentioned disabled people and local communities. What other groups are you trying to

involve?

Personally, | have been working with people in the social justice service, both here in
Edinburgh and abroad. In Italy, for example, they see the value of theatre for inmates. | made
contact with Opera prison in Milan and staged a Passion Play there, called The Life of Jesus,
which was quite controversial because | brought together female and male inmates.

My approach to theatre is more about mentoring the artists rather than taking over them, so
inmates were responsible for the different aspects involved in the staging of a play. | believe
the process is as important as the final result, in other words, what benefits the artists are
achieving thanks to theatre - feeling more confident, developing new skills or getting to meet
other people.



Actor in a Roman costume, Opera prison, Milan © Clara Vannucci 2016

Change seems to be a keyword in the way you teach. What is the meaning_of
transformational theatre?

Transformational theatre starts from the idea that every human being has potential. We use
theatre to bring that potential out. The company is running a project with a female prison in
Edinburgh and, at the beginning, we just went in there with a blank piece of paper and started
working on the production from scratch, mentoring the inmates through every step. It is
amazing to see women who have never acted, nor composed anything, now making their own
play. It is just because they have never had the opportunity, all through their life they have
probably been told they are hopeless: an older lady was talking about her experience when
she was sentenced and remembered the judge saying to her she was a disgrace as a woman.
Where do you go from there?

Another woman has changed her attitude during the process: she was initially very hard-
faced and did not participate, but now her face has softened, she is trying new things - that is
transformational theatre. It is hearing their laughter and knowing that we have made them
enjoy life for a couple of hours.
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