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As part of culture360 media partnership with the East European Biennale Alliance (EEBA), we

have interviewed  Tereza Stejskalová, the curator and host of the Symposium Culture at

Crossroads: What Collaboration Do We Want in Eastern Europe? to hear about the key ideas

shared during the event.

Why a Biennale Alliance for Eastern Europe? What was the thinking behind it?

We share the same goals. We try to open up other alternative ways of institution-making through

the biennale format. That's how we all met together, at a symposium in Prague titled Unlearning
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Biennale. We realised that we share some basic thinking about the biennale format and that we

share social and political conditions related to our position on the European periphery. That led to

the idea of doing something together. For us a biennale is more like a partisan tool, a format you

can �ll in with your own locally meaningful and socially engaged cultural strategies and visions

and, simultaneously, it is a tool to connect with different localities beyond the nation state. We are

all part of grassroot initiatives and our curatorial work is usually done collectively. We are also

interested in alternative ways of political mapping to go beyond the EU/non-EU border. 

.  

What were the most important ideas that came out of the Symposium?

Different models of international collaborations between institutions. An interesting proposal

came for instance from OFF–Bienále Budapest who have been collaborating with the new

curatorial team of Documenta (Ruan Grupa) from Indonesia. Ruan Grupa talks about “lumbung” -

a village agricultural tradition. The world means “rice barn” but names a principle in which farmers

share together surplus from their harvests as resources for everyone from the village. That was a

very interesting idea which resonates with our way of thinking. 

In the current Covid-19 context, do you think the arts sector in Eastern Europe can offer a

different approach to collaborations and exchanges to the rest of Europe and beyond?

It might be the vision of transnational collaboration that is based on mutual solidarity, common

political commitment and sharing of resources, not primarily on opportunities for funding. There

are examples of such initiatives in culture, but there are very few. We have existed for too short of

a time to be able to actually realize this vision but this is the goal as I see it. 

Can Covid-19 help us to reset and focus more on what is nearer to us, our local communities?

It has already happening. The events which we organize, provided they can take place physically,

are naturally more focused on local audiences given the restrictions of travel. This is good, it is

always good to act meaningfully in the local context and not to be an organisation with a

programme which can very well exist anywhere. However, here, in Eastern Europe the local can

also be a trap, we need international connection for survival. 

Is it still important to collaborate internationally or as the pandemic taught us that we should

look nearer �rst before going far?

Yes, it is specially important for organisations like ours. In the face of the current challenges

(COVID-19 pandemia and its impact on culture, conservative backlash, climate change), to

collaborate across national boundaries may be for us, socially engaged, left-oriented institutions,

initiatives, platforms, organizations, the only way to survive. Such collaboration may prove to be

decisive for us to survive �nancially, politically but also psychologically.

What are the future plans for the Biennale Alliance in the coming months?

We meet regularly on online platforms to discuss future collaborations. Our plan is to collaborate

on each of the editions of the respective biennale. The next one is OFF–Bienále in Budapest and



then Kiev Biennale which will take place during the spring next year. But it all depends on the

situation with the pandemic, possibilities of travel and what kind of events it will be possible to

organise.  

 

More info: matterof.art

Below is the full recording of the Symposium:

Culture at the Crossroads | Online Symposium by East Europe Biennial Alliance | 18. 9. 2020 from

Biennale Matter of Art on Vimeo.

SIMILAR CONTENT
FROM - TO

18 SEP 2020 - 18 SEP 2020

EVENTS
CZECH REPUBLIC

Culture at Crossroads: What Collaboration Do We Want In Eastern

Europe?

#ASEFCulture

https://matterof.art/
https://vimeo.com/464891317
https://vimeo.com/user123632426
https://vimeo.com/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/events/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/czech-republic/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/culture-crossroads-what-collaboration-do-we-want-eastern-europe/


BY KATHLEEN DITZIG AND SOO YOUNG LEAM

11 DEC 2020

INSIGHTS
KOREA PHILIPPINES SINGAPORE

Virtual360 Konnect | Spring[s] for Democracy

DEADLINE

10 JUN 2021

RESIDENCIES
EUROPE HUNGARY

Budapest | Easttopics 2021 residency and exhibition call

BY CARINA MERIN

08 FEB 2021

NEW INSIGHTS, NEW FORESIGHTS: Musings on the Performance

Curators Initiatives' Virtual International Symposium 2020

https://culture360.asef.org/author/kathleen-ditzig-and-soo-young-leam/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/korea/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/philippines/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/singapore/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/virtual360-konnect-springs-democracy/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/residencies/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/hungary/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/budapest-easttopics-2021-residency-and-exhibition-call/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/carina-merin/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/new-insights-new-foresights-musings-performance-curators-initiatives-virtual-international-symposium-2020/


WEBSITE

FEATURES
ASIA EUROPE PHILIPPINES

POSTED ON

01 APR 2020

NEWS
ASIA EUROPE INTERNATIONAL

Agenda 21 for Culture - resources on the cultural mobilisation of cities

and local governments

BY CULTURE360

24 NOV 2021

INTERVIEWS
CYPRUS

Buffer Fringe Performing Arts Festival 2021 | Interview with Ellada

Evangelou

#ASEFCulture

https://culture360.asef.org/insights/features/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/philippines/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/news/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/international/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/agenda-21-culture-resources-cultural-mobilisation-cities-and-local-governments/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/Culture360/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/interviews/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/cyprus/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/buffer-fringe-performing-arts-festival-2021/


WEBSITE

HTTPS://MATTEROF.ART/PROGRAM/EAST-EUROPEAN-BIENNALE-SYMPOSIUM

COUNTRIES

CZECH REPUBLIC  EUROPE  HUNGARY  POLAND

THEMES

COVID-19  CULTURAL RELATIONS

DISCIPLINE

VISUAL ARTS

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing information, facilitating dialogue

and stimulating re�ection on the arts and culture of the two regions.

MORE ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360  | FAQ |     

This website was created and maintained with the �nancial support of the European

Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)

and do not necessarily re�ect the views of the European Union.

About us

Team

Partners

FAQ

Brand guidelines

How to partner with us

Contact us

#ASEFCulture

ASIA-EUROPE FOUNDATION (ASEF) 2017 | TERMS OF SERVICE & PRIVACY POLICY | CREATIVE COMMONS

ATTRIBUTION - NON COMMERCIAL SHARE

https://matterof.art/program/east-european-biennale-symposium
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/czech-republic/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/hungary/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/poland/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/covid-19/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/cultural-relations/
https://culture360.asef.org/disciplines/visual-arts/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/team/
https://culture360.asef.org/partners/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq/
https://culture360.asef.org/brand-guidelines/
https://culture360.asef.org/how-to-partner-with-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/contact/
https://culture360.asef.org/asef-culture/
https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

