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Additionally, Oriente Occidente has expanded its reach and impact, not only as a festival but
also as an institution that contributes to cultural and artistic development. The festival's
activities have grown to encompass conferences, discussions, and collaborations that extend
beyond performance stages. This multidimensional approach reflects a commitment to
fostering deeper connections and understanding among artists, audiences, and communities.

1. Marcos Morau's Firmamento premiered on stage for the first time in Italy at Teatro
Zandonai, opening this year's Oriente Occidente Dance Festival © Guido Mencari

2. As a cultural institution that aims to bridge the East and West through exchanges and
intersections, do you feel that the festival has enhanced Italy’s standing amongst Asian
artists and vice versa?

Lanfranco: Oriente Occidente Dance Festival has played a significant role in enhancing Italy's
standing among Asian artists and vice versa. The festival's emphasis on cultural exchanges
and collaborations has provided a platform for Asian artists to showcase their work to
Western audiences and vice versa. This exposure has facilitated cross-cultural learning and
artistic enrichment, contributing to a more diverse and globally informed artistic landscape.
From the 80s, when the aim was perhaps to bring the exotic, the shift was and is, in finding a
common ground for exchange and development.

Moreover, the festival's commitment to bridging artistic traditions has also helped strengthen
Italy's role as a cultural hub that welcomes artists from around the world. Through
collaborations, performances, and discussions, the festival has created spaces for dialogue
and mutual exploration of artistic expressions, fostering a sense of unity amidst diversity.
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