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Food encompasses many things, and proves to be a good way to connect people, politics and
culture. Talking about food means talking about health, about planting and growing, about the

food system, about people’s diets. It reconnects people with land.
TAY Lai Hock (Ground Up Initiative):

People don’t touch the soil anymore as we are living in increasing urbanised areas in Asia.

We need to increase the awareness about our disconnection to land.

5.4 Digital Revolution

People are organising themselves online and are sharing information. Though public
demonstrations are rare and unpopular, the Singaporeans are more comfortable to show their
support online (through ‘likes’). Social media are very actively used and young people like Amos
Yee (who made critical comments about religion and politics in conjunction with the mourning
of the former Prime Minister Lee Kwan Yew) get a lot of popularity from people. The Internet
has made it easier to get engaged with forms of online protest. People realise the extent of the
influence of big corporations and the names of environmental polluters can all be found online.
This also allows the international press to feature news easily accessible to Singaporeans. ‘That’s
important because Singapore is just looking at itself though the environmental problems are
affecting the bigger region.’”® A good example is ‘The Online Citizen’, pushing debate on wider
topics such as migration. Hackers mostly stay under the radar but are addressing issues such as

surveillance and privacy. A place where hackers can find each other is Hackerspace.sg.>’

5.5 Creative Industries

‘Creative industries are becoming increasingly an important component of modern post-
industrial knowledge-based economies. Not only are they thought to account for higher than

average growth and job creation, they are also vehicles of cultural identity that play an important
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role in fostering cultural diversity ‘.58 This confirms the worldwide interest from policy makers in
the fields of design, architecture, film, television, fashion, gaming, and crafts, — not only having
cultural value, but also being economically viable. With an ‘umbrella term’ for these disciplines,
it allows governments to recognise creative industries as a growth sector. Working with crafts is
included in the field, resulting in a renewed interest in learning traditional skills. These are linked
to (both social and environmental) sustainability as traditional crafts and hand made products

are (generally) much more environmental friendly than mass produced.

This theme is closely linked to critical makers, although the creative industries are focused
on economic development. Traditional crafts have proven to have a business value, but the
(sustainable) examples mainly come from Thailand, Viet Nam and Korea. Art school LASALLE
indicated to be looking at the research interests of international students from countries such as

India and Cambodia. ‘In these places we are bringing the notion of a creative industry’.%°

Business and industry relations are important and well organised in Singapore. Art academies
and Universities keep strong relationships with the sector and encourage participation with

practitioners.

5.6 Urban infrastructure

Globally more and more people are living in cities. The global urban population in 2014
accounted for 54% of the total global population and continues to grow. It is estimated that by
2017, even in less developed countries, the majority of people will be living in urban areas.®°
Most countries have urban and rural places. Singapore is entirely urban and the Centre for
Liveable Cities is tasked by the Government to keep the densely populated island ‘liveable’. They
do this by documenting previous lessons learned in relation to water and waste management in
Singapore since 1965. The Centre’s mission is to distil, create and share knowledge on liveable

and sustainable cities, while creating knowledge to address emerging challenges. It also shares
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58 UNESCO mapping on creative industries:
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/files/30297/1194261697 3cultural_stat_EN.pdf/cultural_stat_EN.pdf
59 Interview with Venka PURUSHOTHAMAN and Audrey WONG (LaSalle)

60 http://www.who.int/gho/urban_health/situation_trends/urban_population_growth_text/en/
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knowledge with, and learns from, other cities and experts.

This current approach to sustainability focuses on ‘sustainable development’, including
prestigious prizes for ‘green architecture’ such as the BCA Green Mark® and BREEAM
certifications.®? This follows the pattern of decades of prioritising building engineering by the
Housing and Development Board. There has mainly been an interest in high tech developments
from the Government. In relation to renewable energy the National Climate Change Secretariat
(NCCS) states: ‘Climate change mitigation in Singapore is very complex as there is limited access
to renewable energy sources. Solar energy seems the best option but then the big challenge
is space. The country is too densely built, this also leaves out the option for nuclear. There is
nowhere to escape. Therefore the main strategy for the NCCS is to look at energy efficiency.
The focus is on mitigation measures in households, waste and water, buildings, transport and
industry. They are trying to ‘retrofit’ buildings to Green Standards. There are also grants made

available for this through the GREET programme (Grants for Energy Efficiency Technologies).’®®

5.7 Advocacy

The Singapore Public Order Act states that for any outdoor activity you need a permit. A gathering
with more than 2 people can officially be disturbing the peace and is therefore illegal if not pre-

authorised. The one place to demonstrate (with permit) is the Speakers Corner.

The international, environmental, creative activist movement 350.org is active in Singapore,
although less than in some other countries. In Singapore 350.org is part of the National Trades
Union Congress (NTUC). Nor Lastrina Hamid, Team Manager for Team Young NTUC 350.org
states: ‘In Singapore we had the same political power for over 50 years, which makes it natural
to connect things together. Within the NTUC structure there is always someone from the People’s
Action Party (PAP). | see that as a benefit. Our direct contact person is from the Ministry of

Environment. It is an advantage because you can tap into the Government’s efforts, things are
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61 http://www.bca.gov.sg/greenmark/green_mark_buildings.html

62 BREEAM is an international environmental assessment method and rating system for buildings: http://
www.breeam.org/about.jsp?id=66

63 From a talk by TANG Tuck Weng on 16 April 2015
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more coordinated. Because we are all volunteers it gives the 350.org brand more credibility.
Every year the police ask us if we are going to protest that year. Usually we tell them we won’t

and it gives us a better working relationship, a better positioning.’®*

5.8 Well-being

Research by the regional job portal Jobstreet®®, and confirmed in 2013 by the Singapore Social
Health Project®®, claimed that more and more young professionals in Singapore are suffering from
burnouts. Singapore has a reputation of having a lot of stressed people and a high percentage
of burnouts. However young Singaporeans are less willing to go into high paid stressful jobs
and are looking for more balance in their life. One interviewee stated: ‘We have come very far
as a country and, increasingly, people are looking at other dimensions to their lives, the more

intangible things that go beyond the material.’®’

The Ground Up Initiative, the 215 century kampong, is overwhelmed by the amount of volunteers
that keep on coming in who want to ‘reconnect with nature’. Through a diversity of activities
such as organic farming, woodworking, repairing and maintenance, curating art, and exploring
humanitarian-related projects, (inter) connections are woven between one another as well as

with the land. This confirms that people are looking for a new balance in their lives.
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64 Interview with Nor Lastrina Hamid on 18 May 2015

65 http://www.jobstreet.com.sg/aboutus/no-work-life-balance-88percent-singaporeans-work-overtime.html
66 Singapore Social Health Project 2013: http://www.nvpc.org.sg/Portals/O/Documents/Knowledge/
Social%20Health%20Project/SSHP%20Report.pdf by the National Volunteer & Philanthropy Centre.

67 Interview with Kenneth Kwok and Yeng Yeng Queck on 29 April 2015
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Directory of arts and environment
initiatives in Singapore

6.1 Introduction to the Directory

This Directory offers a selection of 20 initiatives in Singapore engaging with social and
environmental sustainability. It showcases a combination of art spaces, festivals, government
agencies, contemporary dance companies, platforms, residency programmes, urban farms,
artists’ initiatives, labs, community organisations, archives, funding bodies and maker spaces.
This selection is not meant to be exhaustive but it is based on over 50 interviews conducted in
Singapore between April and June 2015. It may provide a starting point for artists and creative
people to make connections with like-minded organisations committed to building more

sustainable societies. The Directory follows this structure:
¢ A description of the initiative
* The year the initiative was founded
e Who it is for
e Adirect quote from the founder or someone from the team
e The URL
* How it relates to the eight identified sustainability trends

In the Glossary you can find the detailed information on how the interviewees related to the eight

trends, which were recurring themes in the interviews.
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6.2 Directory of cultural initiatives engaging with social
and environmental issues

—— ART SCIENCE MUSEUM

Located at Singapore’s Marina Bay Sands it's hard to miss this significant building, designed
in the shape of a lotus flower. The bowl shaped roof allows for harvesting of rainwater which is
recycled for the use in the building. The museum holds a small permanent collection but mainly
hosts international touring exhibitions. Since 2015 the programming of the museum is looking
more into sustainability issues, for instance hosting the FuturEverything conference and the

exhibition ‘The Art and Science of Sustainability’ in October 2015.

Founded: 2011
Type: museum
Related Trends: creative industries, digital revolution, critical making
Who for: anyone interested in science, design, architecture, media and technology
Quote: Honor HARGER, Executive Director of ArtScience Museum

Sustainability has always been a hot topic of discussion, and has been gaining traction
in recent years. Art and science can help us find creative solutions to ensure environmental
sustainability. We hope to leverage on the exhibitions and programmes at ArtScience Museum
to engage and educate the communities about the importance of environmental protection.

URL: http://www.marinabaysands.com/museum.html

—— ARTS FISSION

ARTS FISSION is a dance laboratory proposing a new genre of dance theatre informed by Asian
traditions, cultures, and aesthetics. The experimental choreographies highlight contemporary
concerns such as the developing urban environment, culture and climate change, with a focus
on reflecting the humanity of Asian countries. The choreographies are often based on ancient

epics and traditional folktales.
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Founded: 1994
Type: contemporary dance company, partly government funded
Related trends: heritage, urban infrastructure, well-being
Who for: anyone interested in dance or a cultural approach to environmental issues
Quote: Angela LIONG, Founder
Climate change is not just about science or art, the solution is an organic circle. Part of the
problem is that people are very rapidly losing their connection to the land. Land is a condo.
Everything is temperature controlled. You just step into a mall and it’s not hot anymore.®®

URL: http://www.artsfission.org

— BRACK

Brack is a platform for socially engaged artists and their work. It gathers projects, people, and
ideas that feed a progressive philosophy of life. A platform for socially engaged artists and their
work, Brack projects include a range of pursuits: curatorial initiatives, educational programmes,
artist commissions, talks, tours, performances, books, an itinerant library, and an online archive

of avant-garde media. Brack is currently preparing a programme connecting artists and writers.

Founded in: 2014
Type: platform
Related trends: heritage, food security, urban infrastucture, digital revolution, well-being
Who for: art- and socially-engaged people and groups
Quote: Melanie CHUA, founder

A hundred years ago, our neighbourhoods and city squares were a civic space where people
bought their goods and produce, heard speeches, and shared the news of the day. Today, both
physical and online spaces face fragmentation.
Brack makes space where the creative emergent minds are able to share their ideas and
projects, and at the same time, gather to present a vibrant, empowering landscape of people,

projects and ideas that could feed a progressive philosophy of life.®°
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68 Interview with Angela LIONG on 8 April 2015
69 From email correspondence with Melanie CHUA
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URL: http://www.brack.sg

—— CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART (CCA)
Part of the National Research Centre of the Nanyang Technical University (NTU), the CCA runs

three programmes: exhibitions, residencies, and research & education.

NTU CCA Singapore positions itself as a centre for critical discourse and experimental practices
in Singapore, the region and beyond. Their 2015 exhibition, Allan SEKULA’s Fish Story, looked
at the maritime world. Allan SEKULA’s argues in his work that the sea is the ‘forgotten space’ of

the contemporary global economy.

Founded in: 2013

Type: artspace, Government funded

Related trends: heritage, digital revolution, urban infrastructure (potentially other tags depending
on the exhibitions and resident artists)

Who for: gallery open to the public, residencies by external nomination

URL: http://ntu.ccasingapore.org

—— CENTRE FOR LIVEABLE CITIES (CLC)

Centre for Liveable Cities is a governmental agency set up by the Ministry of National Development
and the Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources. The Centre’s mission is to distil,
create and share knowledge on liveable and sustainable cities. Through its Research, Capability
Development and Knowledge Platforms, CLC shares knowledge with, and learns from, other

cities and experts.

Founded in: 2008

Type: Government agency

Related trends: urban infrastructure, well-being

Who for: public, private and academic sectors, as well as international organisations, with

interest in urban planning and development
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Quote: Mercy WONG, Manager

Efforts are being done to improve urban planning and infrastructure, and in my work
this includes having a greater understanding of the social and cultural development story of
Singapore.™

URL: http://www.clc.gov.sg/

— EARTH OBSERVATORY SINGAPORE (EOS)

The Earth Observatory of Singapore conducts research on earthquakes, volcanic eruptions,
tsunamis and climate change in and around Southeast Asia. They believe that art can provide a
unigue connection between Earth Sciences and Society. In order to foster this connection they
organise residency programmes, make film and videogames and connect artists and scientists

to work together to explore the humanistic relationship of science to our society.

Founded in: 2004
Type: residency programme
Related trends: urban infrastructure, advocacy, well being
Who for: artists, scientists
Quote: Isaac KERLOW, Artist-in-Residence and Principal Investigator at the EOS

We are not the Tate with a long tradition of excellence, and we don’t pretend that we are.
But we do enjoy our little successes, such as a science institution being represented at an
art museum in Singapore. That is pioneering for here! We're doing something new, which is
an accomplishment in itself but audience numbers are the wrong way to measure Success.
We have an attitude of wanting numbers, but the numbers don’t tell you anything about the
impact.™

URL: http://www.earthobservatory.sg/outreach/art-and-science
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71 Interview with Isaac KERLOW on 13 May 2015
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— GROUND UP INITIATIVE (GUI)

GUI is a volunteer-driven and not-for-profit organisation that goes back to the fundamental
activity of working on the land. Through a diversity of activities such as organic farming,
woodworking, repairing and maintenance, curating art, and exploring humanitarian-related
projects, interconnections are woven between one another as well as with the land. The aim of
all the activity is to tackle issues in society and in our humanity and to increase awareness about

our disconnection to land, food and soil.

GUI is like an open farm with a 21st century kampung (village) culture.

Founded in: 2008
Type: Urban farm, lab, community organisation
Related trends: food security, creative industries and crafts, urban infrastructure, critical making
Who for: everyone: young, old, farmers, artists, open to all volunteers
Quote: TAY Lai Hock, Founder

One of the biggest challenges is to find a clear description of who we are. We are a farm, you
can do workshops but we also have educational or crafts programmes’. What GIU is depends
on what you want to do here.™

URL: http://www.groundupinitiative.org

—— THE GROWELL POP UP / EDIBLE GARDEN CITY

The Growell Pop Up was held in a shophouse in Little India for a brief span of 2 months in
2015. It represented and pushed for a movement of urban farmers, coming together to build
a community and raise awareness around food security. They are part of a larger ‘grow your
own food movement’, championed by urban farming social enterprise Edible Garden City,
which advocates for growing food at under-utilized spaces like rooftops and sidewalks, and
believes that growing food re-connects urbanites to nature, conserves natural resources, and

cultivates a sense of community.

Though the Pop Up has ended, the team is active doing workshops and practicing guerilla

72 Interview with TAY Lai Hock on 19 May 2015
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gardening as part of the Edible Garden City. Some of the members plan to embark on a new

series of Talking Crop sessions, talks about food and agriculture, during the last quarter of 2015.

Founded in: 2015
Type: community organisation, urban farm
Related trends: critical making, food security, advocacy, urban infrastructure, well-being
Who for: artists, farmers, foodies, everyone who is interested in growing their own food, keeping
bees or improving the quality of their life
Quote: Michelle LAl Jingmin, coordinator of The Growell Pop Up

Food brings people together. It encompasses many things, it connect people, politics, and
culture. Talking about food means talking about health, about planting and growing, about the
foodsystem, about people’s diets. People are what they eat.”

URL: http://www.ediblegardencity.com/ or for archives: http://facebook.com/growellpopup

— ILIGHT FESTIVAL

llight is Asia’s first sustainable light art festival, held in the Marina Bay District of Singapore. The
festival is organised and presented by the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA). The festival
takes place every other year and showcases innovative and environmentally sustainable light
installations from around the world, transforming the Marina Bay waterfront into a magical
space of light and color. The festival aims to promote an environmentally-responsible behavior
for a sustainable future and participating artists incorporate the use of recyclable materials and

adopt energy-efficient lighting in the creation of their light art installations.

Founded in: 2010

Type: bi-annual festival

Related trends: creative industries and crafts, urban infrastructure, advocacy
Who for: everyone, young and old

Quote: Charmaine TOH, co-curator

We asked 47 stakeholder properties and businesses to be part of the Switch-Off-Turn-Up

oooooooooo
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campaign, encouraging building managers to offset the carbon footprint of the festival by
reducing electricity use within their developments. This resulted in a significant volume of energy
saved, rendering the festival carbon-negative.™

URL: http://2012.ilightmarinabay.sg

—— INDEPENDENT ART ARCHIVE (l1AA)

The Independent Art Archive consists of a reference library and a collection of archival material
pertaining to art in Singapore, collected by performance artist LEE Wen. The IAA programmes
includes informal film screenings, music performances, performance art events, artist talks,
discussions and related activities to stimulate an open discourse on art and question issues in

contemporary society.

Founded in: 2012
Type: archive, artspace
Related trends: critical making, heritage, food security, digital revolution, urban infrastructure,
advocacy, well-being
Who for: artists, intellectuals, anyone interested in the discourse on art
Quote: Alexander YANG, former Manager
Younger artists aren’t so scared anymore as they haven’t been through the system.™

URL: http://www.independentarchive.sg

— INSTITUTE FOR CRITICAL ZOOLOGISTS
The Institute for Critical Zoologists is an initiative by artist Robert ZHAO Renhui. It delves into
the multifarious world around us to expose the strange assumptions humanity takes for granted

about its surrounding landscape.

The Institute for Critical Zoologists aims to develop a critical approach to the zoological gaze, or
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74 From the Urban Redevelopment Authority: http://www.ura.gov.sg/uol/media-room/news/2014/apr/prl4-
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75 Interview with Alexander YANG on 24 April 2015
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how humans view animals.

Founded in: 1996
Type: artist’s initiative
Related trends: critical making, urban infrastructure, advocacy
Who for: artists, scientists, activists, anyone interested in zoology
Quote: Robert ZHAO Renhui

People from the art world seem to be more eco friendly then other people as they are
generally more critical. They live more responsibly. However, making art is not sustainable at all,
it’'s a waste of resources. Sometimes | allow little defects in my work, otherwise it would all go to
waste. Art is so object based, so art practice is all about waste.™

URL: http://criticalzoologists.org

— LIVING! PROJECT

Entrepreneur Allan Lim believes Singaporeans can effect global behavioural change towards
sustainable urban living through community and art. He galvanises Singaporean special heeds
artists and French autistic students to install light art sculptures - made of energy-saving LED
lights and thousands of recycled water bottles towering up to eight metres. Living! Project started
‘Alpha Biofuels’; energy produced from community waste. One of the recent projects is ComCrop;

mapping urban farms in Singapore.

Founded in: 2004
Type: community organisation, artist’ initiative
Related trends: urban infrastructure, food security, well-being
Who for: anyone interested in food and sustainability
Quote: Allan LIM
We wanted The Living! Project to be a positive push in the right direction - ultimately thinking

beyond oneself and being globally responsible through creativity.””
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URL: https://www.facebook.com/ComCrop
http://edm.sif.org.sg/edm/DiverseCity/The_Living!_Project_by_Allan_Lim.pdf

— MIGRANT ECOLOGIES

The Migrant Ecologies Project started with an attempt to trace the historic, genetic material
and poetic journeys of a 1950s teak bed, found in a Singapore junk store, back to a location in
Southeast Asia where the original teak tree may have grown. Through DNA tracking technology
the journey was made and documented as a multidisciplinary art project. Migrant Ecologies now
functions as an umbrella for projects addressing past and present movements and migrations

of nature-cultures in art and life in Southeast Asia.

Founded in: 2010
Type: artists’ initiative, platform
Related trends: critical making, heritage, creative industries and crafts, advocacy
Who for: everyone: artists, students, environmentalists, the wider South East Asian region
Quote: Lucy DAVIS, Founder

Some artists seem to be a little shy of advocacy. It’s a particularly-Singaporean reluctance.
One that you don’t see in Malaysia or Indonesia for example. There is a fear of artists (and
academics) taking a stand because of both real and perceived dangers of getting into trouble,
being blacklisted, losing one’s job. The out of bounds markers are unclear and when you are
“punished” you are never told explicitly why... which means no one ever knows when they step
over the line and so people self-censor to be on the safe side. "®

URL: http://www.migrantecologies.org/

— NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL (NAC)
The National Arts Council is the national funding body for the arts. It has a strong focus on
communities and ‘getting people together’. The aim of the funding is to develop Singapore as a

distinctive global city for the arts and to nurture the arts and make it an integral part of the lives

oooooooooo
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of the people of Singapore. They have a strong focus on heritage and using culture as a way to

stimulate social cohesion.

Founded in: 1991
Type: Government agency, funding body
Related trends: heritage, creative industries, urban infrastructure, advocacy, well-being
Who for: artists (all disciplines), arts managers, researchers, curators, youth, families, senior
citizens, everyone
Quote: Kenneth KWOK, Director, Arts & Youth and Strategic Planning

We've come very far as a country and, increasingly, people are looking at other dimensions to
their lives, the more intangible things that go beyond the material. Singaporeans are becoming
more vocal, for example, about the importance of culture and heritage, and about sustainability.
We see more people actively and passionately speaking up about say, conservation issues
rather than just leaving it to the government as in the past. There is also growing interest in the
preservation of the traditional arts because of how they speak to who we are as a people and
a nation.™

URL: https://www.nac.gov.sg

— PARTICIPATE IN DESIGN (P!D)

Participate in Design is dedicated to engage and enable people in shaping their everyday
environments and local communities. Founded on the firm belief that everyone has the
right to participate in and influence the design and planning processes that affect them, P!D
provides services to design and facilitate the public participation and engagement process for
communities in Singapore. It researches, tests and develops socially just and inclusive methods
of design that are appropriate for local neighbourhoods, while also promoting the integration of

participatory design in design education and practice.

Founded in: 2012

Type: community organisation, registered non-profit organization, design studio
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Related trends: creative industries and crafts, well-being

Who for: potential partners such as grassroots organisations, educational institutions and
initiatives aimed at building engaged and empowered communities. Also open for volunteers,
not necessarily with design backgrounds.

Quote taken from the website:

If you believe in the importance of a participatory, community-driven approach to design and
problem solving, and can dedicate the time to contribute to the cause, we invite you to sign up
as a volunteer. You’ll be given opportunities to work closely with people on the ground and grow
as a community facilitator. We accept volunteers on a project basis, and harness a wide range
of skills and resources according to the needs of each project we undertake, whether you are
an everyday expert or a design specialist.®°

URL: http://participateindesign.org

— POST-MUSEUM

Post-Museum is an independent cultural and social platform in Singapore which aims to
encourage and support a thinking and pro-active community. It is an open platform for
examining contemporary life, promoting the arts and connecting people. Though they do not
have a dedicated space anymore, Post-Museum continues to engage in exhibitions, workshops,

residencies and more.

Founded in: 2007
Type: non-governmental, independent platform
Related trends: critical making, heritage, digital revolution, urban infrastructure, advocacy,
well-being
Who for: everyone
Quote: Jennifer TEO, Founder
I’'m interested in how people and industry see themselves as part of society and how we
come together to make a better place. Art is a good place to do that as you can try things, there

is more freedom, you’re not so locked into a certain way of working and there’s more leeway
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to try see and what works better. Instinctively artists are given a bit more space to be unusual.
The flipside to that is that some art/artists are not taken seriously. But we can manage that by
accompanying it with proper research and deliverables.®*

URL: http://www.post-museum.org

— THE SUBSTATION

The Substation is Singapore’s first independent contemporary arts centre consisting of a
black box theatre, a gallery, a dance studio, Random Room and two multi-function classrooms.
Substation presents a wide range of artists and programmes, from traditionally trained dancers
to local rock bands; established visual artists to young poets; publications to international short
film festivals; experimental theatre to seminal conferences on Singapore arts and culture.

Substation has a strong history of social and political engagement especially through theatre.

Founded in: 1990
Type: non-governmental, independent contemporary art space
Related trends: critical making, digital revolution, urban infrastructure, advocacy, well-being
Who for: artists, intellectuals, young people
Quote: Chelsea CHUA, Acting General Manager

Since its opening, The Substation has been a home for the arts, and a space where different
communities could gather to share ideas. From conferences to post show discussions, we have
been a place where anyone and everyone can participate in a wide ranging discourse that could
oscillate from arts policy to gender equality.®?

URL: http://www.substation.org

—— SUSTAINABLE LIVING LAB
Sustainable Living Lab (SL2) is a social innovation lab that harnesses the energy of the maker
movement to build a sustainable future. It implements real sustainable change and use that as

our framework for education by giving workshops on for instance repairing and hacking.
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Founded in: 2011
Type: makerspace, lab, platform
Related trends: critical making, creative industries and crafts, digital revolution, advocacy
Who for: makers of any age
Quote: Veerappan SWAMINATHAN, Founder

A student doesn’t feel bad about climate change, it’s beyond their scope. Repairing is active
and a realistic engagement step. We do workshops and try outs at schools as it’s important to
get ‘making’ it into the curriculum. | just want the students to enjoy the workshop. | want to show
that repairing is fun. We need to ignite the maker movement. We need to tell the story of the
stuff and have a practice of lesser consumption.®3

URL: http://www.sl2square.org

— THE THOUGHT COLLECTIVE (OR SCHOOL OF THOUGHT)

School of Thought was conceived by a group of teachers who believe in social innovation through
civic learning, in order to nurture the next generation of youth thought leaders and change-
makers. Since its genesis, School of Thought has continued to promote innovation in education
and civic learning in both the private and public sectors. With a growing group of 5 social
enterprises, we have since evolved to become The Thought Collective - reputed to be at the

forefront of social innovation in Singapore with our work in building social and emotional capital.

Founded in: 2002
Type: social enterprise
Related trends: well-being, food security, urban infrastructure, advocacy
Who for: society, young people
Quote: HOON Yi Shuan, Management associate business development & partnerships
We were just a group of teachers who saw many youths growing disenchanted with life in our
classrooms. Burdened by grades, they had little interest in national or global issues.

We felt if they could experience an education that connected the needs of their examinations
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with the needs of the world at large, something in them would shift for the better.8*

URL: http://www.thethoughtcollective.com.sg

— UNSEEN ART INITIATIVES

Unseen Art Initiatives aims to evoke and harness the creative potential of people through arts.
They do this through the creation of meaningful and engaging art works, projects and experiences
about, with and for diverse communities. Unseen creates artistic and social dialogue through
building strong narratives across various mediums and strategies, with a special focus on

photography and video.

Founded in: 2012
Type: artist’ initiative, platform
Related trends: advocacy, well-being
Who for: everyone, focus on young people, blind people
Quote: Alecia NEO, Founder

Things are changing, as the young generation has more access to information.
Somucharttraining has traditionally been about sculpture or painting, but notabout engagement.
OR the dialogue is about community art, which is really more to fit the Governments narrative.
Slowly people are becoming more receptive to change. Younger people are looking for venues.
People are still afraid of causing a stir, but they realise they have a voice and the time is ripe for
change.®®

URL: http://www.unseenart.co

84 From a correspondence with HOON Yi Shyuan
85 Interview with Alecia NEO on 24 April 2015
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Direct interviews and email exchanges took place

between April and August 2015

(in alphabetical order)

CHONG, Tan Hang (Nature Society)

CHUA, Chelsea (The Substation) over email
CHUA, Melanie (BRACK) over email

DAVIS, Lucy (Migrant Ecologies).

DESJEUX, Isabelle (LObservatoire)
DOGFOOQT, Stephanie (poet)
HARDJOWIROGO, Panuksmi (Garden Gang).
HOON, Yi Shyuan (The Thought Collective) over email
IMRAN, Ashua (artist)

IQBAL, Ibrahim (urban farmer)

JACK, James (artist)

JIAN, Chui Yong (filmmaker)

KERLOW, Isaac (Eart Observatory Singapore)
KIA, Jiehui (Forum for the Future)
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25 April 2015

16 April 2015
15 April 2015
21 April 2015
30 April 2015

27 April 2015
25 April 2015
10 April 2015
15 April 2015
13 May 2015
23 May 2015


http://www.ntu.edu.sg/AboutNTU/CorporateInfo/FactsFigures/Pages/EnrolmentbyCollege(AY2014-15).aspx
http://www.ntu.edu.sg/AboutNTU/CorporateInfo/FactsFigures/Pages/EnrolmentbyCollege(AY2014-15).aspx
http://www.nus.edu.sg/registrar/statistics.html#table2
https://makerspace.com
http://greenartlaballiance.eu
http://remembersingapore.org/2013/09/17/kampong-spirit-and-gotong-royong/
http://transformaking.org
http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20150311-why-expats-call-this-utopia

KOAY, Godwin (artist)

KOH, Joyce Beetuan (artist, NAFA)

KRAUTZIG, Stephanie (Future Cities Laboratory)
KWOK, Kenneth (NAC)

LAIJM, Michelle (Growell)

LAM, Kai (artist)

LASTRINA, Nor Hamid (350.0rg)

LIM, Charles (artist) (over email)

LIM, Cindy (researcher)

LIM, Shannon (urban farmer)

LIONG, Angela (ARTS FISSION)

LOO, Ching Ling (urban farmer)

LOVETT, Gina (Asian Perspectives on Sustainability)
MERRILL, Michelle Y. (Nanjing Technical University)
NEO, Alecia (UnSeen)

NG, Serene (NUS)

PRAKASH, Bhavani (Eco Walk the Talk) over email
PURUSHOTHAMAN, Venka (LASALLE)

QUEK, Yeng Yeng (NAC)

REBERNAK, Jerneja (UAL)

RICCARDI, Valentina (Asia-Europe Foundation)
ROJOIU Anca (NTU CCA)

ROSARIO, Regina de (SMU, artist) 8 April 2015
SEKHAR, Anupama (Asia-Europe Foundation)
SINGH, Ivy (Bollywood Farm)

STAINES, Judith (consultant) over email
SWAMINATHAN, Veerappan (Sustainable Living Lab)
TAN, Melanie (SMU, designer)

TAY Hock Lai (Ground Up initiative)

TEO, Jennifer (Post-Museum)
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18 May 2015
14 May 2015
17 April 2015
29 April 2015
21 April 2015
16 May 2015
18 May 2015

29 April 2015
27 April 2015
8 April 2015

13 April 2015
12 June 2015
14 April 2015
24 April 2015
10 April 2015

22 May 2015
29 April 2015
9 June 2015
14 April 2015
9 April 2015

14 April 2015
22 May 2015

9 April 2015

9 October 2015

19 May 2015
18 April 2015
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TOSCO, Davide (Garden Gang) 30 April 2015
VERSTRAETE, Katelijn (British Council) 3 April 2015

WENG, Tang Tuck (NCCS) 16 April 2015
WONG, Audrey (LASALLE) 22 May 2015
WONG, Mercy (Centre for Liveable Cities) 21 May 2015
YANG, Alexander (Independent Art Archive) 24 April 2015
ZHAO Renhui, Robert (Institute for Critical Zoologists) 1 May 2015

* Transcripts of the interviews are available upon request and solely with full permission of the

interviewee.

About the researcher

Yasmine OSTENDOREF is a cultural policy researcher with over ten years of professional work
experience in the international cultural field. She researches, stimulates, connects and facilitates
art, design and culture that positively contributes to society; i.e work that explores, questions
and addresses our social and environmental responsibility. Seconded from Trans Artists to
Julie’s Bicycle in 2012 she founded the Green Art Lab Alliance, a pan-European alliance for the
cultural sector with over 20 partners, to enable knowledge exchange on environmental issues.
She continued to work as Programme Director for Cape Farewell in London, connecting artists

and scientists to work with the topic of climate change.

With a grant from the Mondriaan Foundation (NL), she is currently doing research on ‘Creative
Responses to Sustainability’ across interviewing artists, curators, and cultural policymakers
about their needs, wishes and challenges in engaging with environmental issues. The research
forms the foundation for an Asian sister of the Green Art Lab Alliance, launched by Margaret
SHIU, renowned cultural leader and founder of Bamboo Curtain Studio in December 2015.

Yasmine OSTENDOREF is a Julie’s Bicycle Associate.
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